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Carter Deplores i Reckless Allegation ’ 
Of Secret CIA Payments to Brandi 



By Michael Getler 

Wastiimton Post .Foreign Service 

BONN, Feh. 24— President .Carter, 
in a letter made public here today, de- 
scribed as “reckless allegations” re- 
ports in the U.S. press that former 
West German Chancellor Willy 
Brandt had a secret financial relation- 
ship with the CIA. 

Responding to a letter from Brandt, 
Carter wrote that he too was “deeply 
disturbed and deplore the reckless 
allegations concerning you that are 
appearing in our press.” 

Charges that Brandt or. the Social 
Democratic Party, which he still 
heads, had at some point received 
money from the C^A have surfaced 
here and in the United States before 
and have always been denied by 
Hrandt. 

* In an apparent reference to the re- 
surfacing of earlier allegations, Carter 
wrote that “I can well understand 
y k our outrage that this canard contin- 
ues to reappear.” 

“Unfortunately, as a government ” 
Carter continued, “we have to resist 
tjie temptation to dignify every report 
of intelligence activities with a com- 
ment. I want to express to you my 
personal regrets for any embarrass- 
ment that those press stories may 
have caused you. 

<-•“1 wish it were in my power to pre- 
sent these groundless accusations 



about yoti. It is the price we pay for 
the system of Government we both 
cherish,” Carter said. 

Carter said he was “comforted by 
the fact that your outstanding reputa- 
tion as a statesman and leader cannot 
be affected by unsubstantiated ru- 
mors.” * 

The reference to (Brandt came in. 
American newspaper reports Saturday 
that listed Brandt's name along with 
several government leaders in other 
countries as those deleted by court or- 
der from a critical book on tne CIA 
by two former U.S. intelligence offi- 
cers, Victor March etti and John D. 
Marks. f 

Brandt wrote to Carter Saturday, 
calling the reports totally wrong, de- 
nying that he had ever received 
money either for himself or his party, 
and asking Carter to clarify the alle- 
gations. He also said he was sorry “to 
come up with such a bad subject in 
our first contact” 

The Carter letter appeared to .be a 
strong affirmation that Brandt had no 
personal financial relationship with 
the CIA. The letter, perhaps inadvert- 
ently, makes no mention of the West 
German Social Democratic Party. 

The press reports last week gave no 



indication of when such alleged finan- 
cial relationships took place or what 
they were for. 

Some experienced officials here be- 
lieve the allegations stem primarily 
from the deleted references in the 
book “The CIA and the Cult of Intelli- 
gence,” and from a later article sup- 
posedly based on the censored refer- 
ence that appeared in the U.S. maga- 
zine New Republic a few years ago. In 
addition, the appearance of a CIA of- 
ficial at a Washington reception for 
Brandt in 1971, when he Was still 
chancellor, supposedly fed the allega- 
tions. 

Aside from Brandt's repeated deni- 
als of getting any money for himself 
or his party, those defending his side 
of this issue here point out that intel- 
ligence agencies of all the allied pow- 
ers, not just the CIA, tried to main- 
tain contacts, with the Social Demo- 
cratic Party, especially in the hectic 
years here after World War II when it' 
was a minority party. 

Brandt, who spent the war years in 
Scandinavia, returned to Germany af- 
ter the war, became mayor of West 
Berlin in 1957 and chancellor in 1969. 
He resigned in 1974 after an East Ger- 
man spy was discovered on his staff. 
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